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AND THEN I READ

WORLDS OF WEIRD editecd by Teo Margulles, introduction and notes by Sam
Moslkowi s, illustrations by ¥Yinlay. Pyramid Books #R-1125, 1935, 50:z.

“i*s 1s the second anthnlegy of yarns culled from ine old WEIRD
TUIES vy Leo Margulles and I {and you should be) am happy 4o see it. If
wo csn no longer have WEIRD TALZS we can at loast have these reprints
cf tize yarns that were Included between its covers. I hope that Mavr-
gullies ard Pyramid continmwe this serles and, indeed, dig for sume of
the real oldies.

: This volume contains ssven tales of varyirz quality in-
cludirg a couple that are, perhapw, nesce classics. The longest enary 1s
Seabury Quinnis "Rosds" and this is one of the near classics. Tt draws
on Chiistian mythology for the theme and is a very fine Cbristmas story.
Worth 504 all by itself--and then soms.

“The Scrohalre Godacss® by
Nictzin Dyuihls 1s medlocre. sword and sorcery iliustrated »y an old
style Finlay (lots of Lubbles).
As expected Robert F. Hcward set "Val-
ley of the Worm" in pre-history when legeads and mytkc ware horia. Fair.
"He That Hath Wings®, Ed Hamllton is always a* Li: best in writing
mood pieces of this type. Iuverly, luverly. The story c¢f David Rend~-
a radlation-caused mutant. 4And this one is from 1928.
A typical Clerk
Ashton Smith pilece Is "Mother of Tosds". A story of witcheraft and
biack mazie. Injuy:ble.
David H., Keller 1s represented here by "the
Thing in the Cellar" (from 1932) and 1s a smail masterpiece In 1its own
way. Rather typical Keller by ghu, but old Doc did some pretty good
we K.

Frank Belknap Long has "Blants in the Sky". 4 midget in the boolk.

I am always bitching about N'APAns who do not do .reviews In depth
but I'm onc of the greatest offenders of that scrt. The "review" of

WORIDS OF WETRD 1s a fine example of how not to review a book. Go thou
and do better.
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FUTURIAN COMMENTATOR

3YZANTIUM 2 (PATRICK & KUSSKE): Patrick: I am happy to see that you
have declded to do a fow mailling comments. A4n gpa is a smallish club
and 1t is pleasant (sometimes) if we get to know each other better. Or
magbe not. Must you pontiflcate? Sigh. I suppose you must. Titles
yet. In many cases they add a continuity and in some cases they des-
cribe. Fanzine titles, howover, are liasble to consist of almost any-
thing and there is 1little accounting for tlem. 4h, but does BYZANTIUM
indicate that the zine contains something of the odd and fanciful? ©Not
to me., I should expect it to contain tieatises on the Esstern Roman
Eaplre--not, mighod, by any means the Arablan Nights. Ii a1 wanted te
croate that Impresslion you should have selected Baghdad a. _our title.
Go thou and study the Byzentine Empire before you fling it zrmound like
that. Bycantlum was Greek and Orthodox Christian. Byzantium was the




neme of an ancient villege on tnc site of which Constantinople was bullt.
The Byzsntine Emplre is a modern designation--thec people of the empire
called themselves Romans and considered tnat their realm was the Roman '
Smpire.

= 4n, David K., you don't like pictures of nekkid women on fan-
zines. I object, too, but for different reasons than you. Lixe, I ob-
ject because the pictures are usually rather poorly donc while you seem
to object siiply because they are nelkkid women.

I wonder if StinerEs

8lly gave any thought to his cover for GOLDEN JUWG? As a devotee of
F-'v»d he must surely have great fzith in the capitalist system and its
g Pnls ($) and yet the 1llustration of a woman (symbolizing what? beau-
Lyt clvilization? humanityy) crucified on a dollar sign 1s highly antl-
ca.ltalistic.

If well done, however, I have no objections at all to
picturcs of nekkid women on fanzines. A4 fantasy connotavion helps, of
coursce

Kusske: You should devote more space to "Poundation™ 1f you're
going to continue with it. A fregment such as this one ic most unsatis-
fying.
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ROMANN 4 (R O MANN): Pretty good Staton cover there. Hefs improving
with practice.

Sam Long doesn't sound particularly fannish but Long Sam
does (and does anybody know if that particular strip is still being
publislec? . Bruce?)

Ummmm. You're right, of course, Rilch, the N3F does
not really do much after all. BExcept serve as sort of s meeting place
for new fans. The main trouble with the N3F 1s that it has become a
sort of self-perpetuating btureasuocracy. The buresus are so busy organi-
zilng and making out reports that they heve no time to really accomplish
enythling, Not all, of course, there are a few exceptions. Alma Hill's
wrliterf!s thing seems to be of some use for those interested (Alma just
fainted) but I shduld guess tnat at lecast half the bureaus could be
eliminated and no one would miss them. Well, almost no one. TINFF is
seldom worth rcading containing as it does mostly a lot of boring and
meeningless bureaa reports. I'm hoping that Weber will institute some
chenges in the zine now that he is in full charge of it. Too many of
the N3F officlals tend to forget that most of the members (the deadwood,
Croath) ere s-f and fantasy fans und are not really interested in an
over-organized burecaucratic mess such as the club now is. Those who
are accive in club affealrs are more concerned with their petty jealous-
les end pelitical Infighting than with actually dolng anything construc-
tive. 43 one of the Directorate Itve been trying to institute some
chsnges but I have 1ittle hope of success.

F&SF 1g improving since the
Agparture of Davidson. I should think White has had a hand in that fom
he does know good stf when he sees it. I had hoped that Doc Lowndes
would have been glven the editorship when Davidson left but no such
luck. Dgmned fine editor, Lowndes.

ROY TACKETT



